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CONFIDENTIAL NASSAU 1228 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EFIS PFOR BF US 

SUBJ: BAHAMAS 200 MILE FISHERIES ZONE 

REF: STATE 192793 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . AS PER REFTEL, NOTE REQUESTING FISHERIES DISCUSSIONS 
DELIVERED TO MINEXTAFF ON AUGUST 16. ACTPERMSEC HEPBURN 
WITH WHOM I DISCUSSED MATTER STATED THAT HE SAW NO PROBLEM 
WITH HOLDING DISCUSSIONS BUT I PREDICT THAT THERE WILL BE 

THE USUAL AND PERHAPS LENGTHY BUREAUCRATIC DELAYS BEFORE THE 
TALKS ACTUALLY CONVENE. 

2. FYI: HEPBURN STATED THAT HE WAS UNAWARE OF ANY CONCLUSION 
OF FISHERIES TALKS WITH CUBANS. EMBASSY NOTES THAT 
DEPARTMENT RECOGNIZES THAT POSSIBILITY FOR ACCESS BY U.S. 

FISHERMEN TO SPINY LOBSTER IS QUOTE UNLIKELY UNQUOTE. WE 
SHOULD LIKE TO REITERATE ONCE MORE THAT NOT ONLY IS IT 
UNLIKELY, IT IS HIGHLY UNLIKELY AND IN FACT IF WE ARE 
UNWILLING TO PAY EXORBITANT PRICE, IT IS, AS OUR 
DISCUSSIONS OF AUG. 1975 MADE PATENTLY OBVIOUS, AN 
IMPOSSIBILITY. 
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